WEDNESDAY NIGHT OFFERINGS


DINNER -- 5:30 P.M.
CLASS -- 6:05 – 7:30 P.M. (IN THE BIG ROOM)


DIETRICH BONHOEFFER TODAY: PEACE, ECOLOGY AND CHRISTIAN ETHICS
August 24-October 5

The life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, tragically cut short by his faithful opposition to the Nazi regime in Germany, is a rich and complex puzzle. A devout Lutheran with a passion for scientific discovery, Bonhoeffer was committed to peace even as he planned Hitler’s assassination. He was truly a complex man.

In the seven session of this video based learning time, we will explore the mind of Dietrich. The material was filmed live at the Melanchthon Institute’s Bonhoeffer symposium with experts on Bonhoeffer and his impact. We will view six presentations from these scholars and then conclude with a moving presentation from a Holocaust survivor. 


AN EVENING WITH THE STEERING TEAM
October 19

Come and chat with members of the Steering Team as we share our “theme” for the year, and goals developed at our recent retreat. 


HOW LUTHERANS INTERPRET THE BIBLE
October 26 – December 21

In this seven session video series, Dr. Mark Allan Powell, Lutheran pastor and Bible professor at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio, invites us to explore seven important questions about Lutherans and the Bible. He does not prescribe “the Lutheran way” to read the Bible nor does he dismiss the way you may have come to understand the Bible. Instead Powell presents a variety of Lutheran perspectives for interpreting the Bible. Through Powell’s rich discussions we will discover answers to questions we have always had about the Bible. 
 

BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP: OUR DUTY AND DELIGHT
January 4 – February 15

Once again, Dr. Powell will lead us, this time in a study of stewardship. Stewardship means “belonging to God" - all that we are and all that we have comes from God. We are grateful to God for it all, and responsible to God for how we use it. There is a connection between stewardship and spirituality: generous giving as a spiritual discipline helps us to grow in Christ.

 “Duty and delight” are both motivating factors for giving - doing what we ought to do as responsible church members, and making cheerful sacrifices out of love for God.

The overarching theme of this course is, “This is good news!”  The biblical message of financial stewardship is:
• promising and encouraging; 
• not (usually) guilt-inducing; 
• a way of life; 
• for many of us, it just may be the way to a better life.



We will not be meeting during Wednesdays in Lent (February 22 – April 4) but join us for Soup Suppers at 6:00 p.m. and our Mid-Week Lenten Vesper service at 6:45 p.m.


INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM: DIALOGICAL OVERVIEW FOR 21ST CENTURY CHRISTIANS
April 11 – May 23

Harold Vogelaar, Visiting Professor of World Religion at Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago, IL, and other top scholars of the Islamic faith share basic beliefs, and practices of Islam, and the historic and current relationship between Christians and Muslims. Students will gain two important perspectives from this program.  First, they will get a solid overview and deeper understanding of the religion of Islam.  Secondly, they will gain a new appreciation of the relationship between Christianity and Islam, including possibilities for hope and dialog in the post-September 11 era.

